States are at very different points in this work. There has been rapid progress in some states, raising high school standards and graduation requirements to align with the expectations of both employers and higher education. Yet even the states that are the farthest along are, at best, only halfway to the goal of a truly aligned system. Measures that Matter is designed to help all states, wherever they may be in this process, take the necessary steps to put the full set of pieces in place. • papers cover topics such as the role of formative and interim assessments, work readiness assessments, early warning indicators and data system needs, and next generation assessment and accountability systems for English Language Learners and students with disabilities.
Measures that Matter was launched in November, 2008, as an ongoing project and additional resources will continue to be added. All materials are available online at www.achieve.org/measuresthatmatter and www.edtrust.org. For more information about Measures that Matter, please contact Alissa Peltzman at Achieve (apeltzman@achieve.org) or Daria Hall at The Education Trust (dhall@edtrust.org).
